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MVH Urban Planning & Design Inc. 
50+ PROJECT PROFILES      

1. Cambrian Strathcona Joint Planning Initiative, Strathcona County, 
Alberta (2009-2011): MVH facilitated the planning and design of a new sustainable 

community to house 7,000 residents and provide an estimated 4,500 jobs on 318 
hectares (786 acres) just east of Edmonton. The process included a very successful 
4-day Charrette and a fast track approval process with sustainable development 
targets and innovative alternative development standards including over 30% open 
space, customized street standards, advanced mobility plan, an average net 
residential density of 38 units per hectare (15 units per acre), and jobs/services 
walking distance for residents. MVH is currently developing an ñImplementation 
Manualò for the development to help advance the goal of truly ñLiving Sustainably.ò 
(see: www.strathcona.ca/local_government/Sustainability/cambrian-strathcona-joint-
planning) 

 

2. Salisbury East Business Campus, Strathcona County, Alberta (2008-
2011): MVH developed the Area Concept Plan and Land Use Districts (zoning) for 

this innovative ñhigh endò business campus of up to 36,000 m
2
 of office space, a 100 

room hotel, 100 residential/hotel units as well as associated support facilities. The 
development will retain the landscape character, minimize the impacts of parking, use 
green building techniques, and create unique amenities (30% open space).  
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3. Fenwick Tower Redevelopment, Halifax, Nova Scotia (2009-2011): The 

Fenwick Tower is a landmark 33 storey building in Downtown Halifax formerly owned 
by Dalhousie University and now owned by Templeton Properties - a longstanding 
Halifax developer. Fenwick Tower is the tallest building in Atlantic Canada and the 
tallest residential building east of Montreal. MVH worked with local architects and 
more than ten community groups to develop a broadly supported site redevelopment 
and Tower enhancement scheme. The redevelopment program included an 11 meter 
(36 foot) addition to the front of the building, increasing the number of units from 274 
to 402 and doubling the commercial space at the base of the Tower. In addition, the 
development included adding another nine storey building (90 residential units) and 
eight storey building (38 residential units), adding 6 street fronting townhouses on 
Fenwick Street as well as a pedestrian mews supported by approximately 5,000 m

2 
of 

commercial space. 10% of the additional residential units will be affordable units (see 
www.Fenwicktower.ca ). The project was approved unanimously by Halifax Regional 
Council in February 2011. 

 

 

http://www.fenwicktower.ca/
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4. City of Langley Downtown Plan, Public Realm Plan and Urban Design 
OCP Guidelines, City of Langley, British Columbia (2007-2010): MVH lead 

a team of consultants and coordinated public engagement to complete very 
successful physical and economic development strategies for the downtown. A 
Design Charrette, workshops, and open houses highlighted a much supported 
process and products. The projects have resulted in over $30 million in investment 
with millions more in the preliminary stages of approvals.  The City of Langley 
Downtown Master Plan received the highest award by the Planning Institute of British 
Columbia in 2010 and also received two Economic Development Association of BC 
awards in 2008 and 2009. 
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5. Lacombe Downtown and Growth Strategy, Lacombe, AB (2010-2011): 
Over 100 buildings in the Town of Lacombe have significant heritage value. MVH 
supported both Downtown Planning and the Growth Strategy initiatives for the Town 
by building capacity in the community and with staff through training workshops, 
completing strategic elements of the plans, and activating implementation strategies 
early in the process. 

6. University of the Fraser Valley North Campus Area Plan, Chilliwack, B.C. 
(2010): Working with Shape Development Corp., the City of Chilliwack, and other 

consultants, MVH developed the mixed use redevelopment strategy for 11 hectares 
(27 acres) just outside the downtown along Yale Road West. 

7. Gibsons Harbourfront Plan, Gibsons, BC (2009-2010): MVH helped facilitate 

the process and Charrette for the Gibsons Harbourfront Plan which involved both the 
waterscape and valuable harbourfront lands. 

8. Lower Capilano/Marine Drive Area Concept Plan, District of North 
Vancouver, BC (2010-2011): MVH lead a team of six other consultants to 

complete a comprehensive urban design, planning, and economics redevelopment 
strategy for this established neighbourhood. 

9. Mountainview Credit Union Headquarters, Olds, Alberta (2009-2010): 
MVH directed a consulting team to work with the Board of Directors and senior 
management to develop a new headquarters complex that satisfied both short and 
longer term needs. The development proposal was developed, reviewed and 
approved within four months. 

10. Bearspaw Community Development Strategy, Rocky View County, AB 
(2008-2010): MVH worked closely with Rocky View County, residents, businesses, 

and the Project Support Group to develop a model 14,000 ha (35,000 acres) 
Community Development Strategy that would create a framework for development 
over the next 20 to 30 years.  
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11. Rocky View County Industrial, Business, and Commercial Development 
Guidelines (2008-2010): MVH worked closely with staff over more than a year to 

develop, review, and implement effective industrial, business, and commercial design 
guidelines for the County. The unique aspect of this process is that MVH worked 
closely with planning, engineering, development officers, local businesses, and the 
local development community within the County to ensure that the guidelines and 
associated checklist were practical and supported. 

12. Town of Okotoks and MD of Foothills Growth Management Strategy 
(2009-2010): MVH directed the development of the Growth Strategy and Agreement 

between the MD of Foothills and the Town of Okotoks. Working closely with senior 
staff and the two Councils, MVH facilitated the comprehensive growth and 
implementation strategy for the area around Okotoks. 

13. City of Medicine Hat Downtown Redevelopment Plan, Medicine Hat, AB 
(2008-2010): MVH developed a comprehensive Downtown Redevelopment Plan 

including economics, transportation, urban design, and planning/urban design 
policies. The Downtown Plan was approved unanimously by City Council in January 
2010. MVH has since completed the preliminary public realm design for a major pilot 
project for one of the Downtown Streets that incorporates unique public art, 
transformable landscapes, entertainment features, and way finding.  

 
 

Medicine Hat Downtown Redevelopment Plan 2010 
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       Medicine Hat proposed Market Place  

 

14. Flats Neighbourhood Area Redevelopment Plan, City of Medicine Hat, 
AB (2009-2010) MVH assisted the City of Medicine Hat in completing the plan and 

developed housing infill guidelines. The housing infill guidelines proposed a variety of  
housing types that did not affect the feel and character of this established 
neighbourhood. 
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15. Rocky View County Municipal Campus, Rocky View County, AB (2009) 
MVH worked closely with staff and Council to develop a new municipal campus on 65 
hectares (160 acres). Approved within two months of initiation, the Campus includes 
the Municipal Hall, Emergency Services Centre, Recreation Complex, Municipal 
Works Yard, Sports Fields, Civic Park, Recycling Centre, Enhanced Wetland, and 
other supporting uses. 

 

 

 

Rocky View County 

Municipal Campus 


